We acknowledge as the members of:

SOUTHROP PARISH COUNCIL

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including anangmta_ for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements., We confirm, 1o the best of our knawledge and beliel, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2026, that:
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We have put . place arrangements for efective francial
maragemet during the year. and for the oeparanon of
the accounting statements,

(| e

We mantaired an adeauale syslem of aternal coatrol
ncluding meastres desighed 1o pleven ano cotact Taud
anc cormuphon and reviewed s affeclveness. p

We have ass ved ourselves thal there are oo matiers
of actual or potental non-comphance with laws
ragulations ang Proper Praclices thal coald Pave =
signtlicant fnancial offect on the abidity of s
authonly to conduct ils business o manage its
hnances,

We provded oroper opportunity dusing the year for
the exercise of electors nighis m aceirdance wih tne
reqiirements of the Accounts and Awdi: Regulations,

We caried out an assessment of the riske faring this

author ly and tock appropnate steps to manage those

rishs, including (ha ntiodustion of ntamat eontvols andior .
axtarral nsurance cover whers requiced,

We mamained throughoul the yvear ar adegqaale and
effectve sysiem of iernal audit of the ancourtieng

records and conteol systems. -

WWe toos appropnate action on ofl maotters ratsed
e repaets o intomat and eatarmgl guon,

Ve copsidered whathor any iligaton habibinos o
COMMEMEMS. evenis of transachons, acourmnng mther

ounng of alier the year-end, hase a b 1aNC Al uNpac. on

this authority and where appropnate. have included tnem N
N accounimg siatements,

{For local councils only) Trust funds neluding
charitable. In our Capacity as the sole managing
trustee we discharged our accountabifity
responsibilities for the fund{s)/assets. including

financiat reporting and. if required, independent
examination or audit,

We have put i place Aangements wor the eecr e IT
and data managemest i accordanee wth prope:

WIACHCES 0umng the year wawder rave a

‘Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These s

Governance Statement,

This Annual Governance Slaternent was approved at a
meeting of the authority on- <

22 [05)202¢

and recorded as minule reference

Ot3 26129

‘Dﬂ?lpa:ed 13 accounting statements n accordance
with the Accounts and Audi! Regulations.

made proper arrangements and accepled responsibulity
for safeguardimg the pubbe maoney and resources mn

5 charge

has only done what 4 has the lagal power to do and has
compled with Proper Practices m doitig so

dunng the year gave all persens milerested the opparturity o
mspect and ask queshons about s authonly's accotmts

congdered and docainented tha financial and other risks i
faces and dealt with them properly

arvanged for a competent person. independent of the financial
cantrls and procadums, (o gwe an objective view on whather
inlesns’ controls masi ihae needs of this smaller authorly
lespanded o matters brought 10 NS atfention by intemal and

exlorna’ audd

thiscinsedi overvinmg o should have aboul is busness aclivily
thiriig the year meluding ovents takng place altor the yoar
end i relevar

Has i afl ol W responsibilies where, as a body
cofparate. itis & sole managing trustee of a local
Irust or truste

11as made sudabie arrangements for i#s IT anl data
management and has complind with proper practices in
g 80

sheet for each ‘No’ respense and describe
heets must be published with the Annual

Signea by the Chair and Clerk of the meeling where
approval was given-

H (4t
Chair LA S
e -

Clerk @ e

https://southrop-pc.gov.uk!
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2025/26 for

¥
A CTIOT

SOUTHROP PARISH COUNCIL

st agiee I UnJeIRY

' Total balances and reserves al the beginning of the year
22 109: 19 4331 as raecorded mn the financial records. Value must agree

| Balances brought

[ |
| D L ’ ' to Box 7 of previous year. = |[
.—-—- — e N ——— romfmfofmpl(orforlﬂﬁsmfﬂs ﬂndw ‘

2. (+) Pl'mpl or Rales and 14 500 : 16.000! received or receivable in fhe]-'eaf Exclude aﬂygmts |
aai ' received. e
‘ e e me—— ' " Total ncome or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less j
 3-(%) Tatal other receipts 4.044 18.883 the precept or rates/levies received (line 2) Include any
‘ ' ‘ ' grants received. S —
e { r ' Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf ‘
|+ () Staff costs ' of all err?:loyees. include gross salaries and wages,

5,701 4,980 employers Ni contribulions. employers pension [

contributions, gratufties and severance paymenis |

= == : ! Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest L

- :;:)Laoy?nlrtt:res"cap"a' ] 0 0 made during the year on the authority’s borrowings (if any). |

s - - __ Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash- |

TGN E— 15,518 29,315 book less staff costs (line 4) and loan interest'capital 5

repayments (line 5). 5

Vhdarcasoaiad = .~ = F R f the year. {

=) Balances carried Total balances and reserves af the end o {

r(or:uard 19,433 20,022 must equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6). |

' Total value of cashand | ' The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts. cash |

~ short term investments 19,433 20.022 hoidings and short term investments held as al 31 March - |

| ___Towmmbgnkmconcm!ﬂoq._____ e

© Total fixed assels plus | . The value of all the property the authority owns — it is made
long term investments 14,851 20.621 up of all its fixed assels and long lerm investments as af

and assels ' 3_1 March. S . - |

'+ Tolal borrowings  The cutstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans \'
, 0  from third parties (inclucing PWLB), |

| Do the figures in the i .,._‘ - ;
accounting  stotements & For guidance refer to the Practitioners’ Guide sections 2.31 o 2.33.
- exclude any trust transactions?

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2026 the Accounting | confi Accoun were
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability | e b ooy

Return have been prepared on either a receipis and payments SRR Aok on b ek
orincome and expendilure basis following the quidance in
Governance and Accountability for Smalier Authorities — a
Praclitioners’ Guide 1o Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval.

22/5/w0cz2¢

|

as recorded in minute reference

Ol8 26(23

n |
LQ Lac:nlé” (e Signed by Chair of the meeting where the Accounting
. Slatements

oat zo[s]20ny, I
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Section 3 — External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2025/26
In respect of Southrop Parish Council - GL0205

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website — hiips://www.nao.org.uk/code-audil-
practice/quidance-and-information-for-audiiors/

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with
Proper Practices which:

« summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2026; and
« confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2025/26

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in
Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that
relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

In the prior year, the smaller authority was exempt from our review, thus we have not reviewed any evidence to support the prior year|
comparatives on the AGAR.

The.smalhlar authority has confirmed that it has not complied with the governance Assertion in Section 1, Box 4, and it has provided the appointed
auditor with an adequate explanation for non-compliance and details of the actions necessary to address weaknesses identified.

3 External auditor certificate 2025/26

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability

ﬁetu?,zggg discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
arc .

External Auditor Name

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP
External Auditor Signature /, AT AR o Date 09/08/2026
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